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Homage to the Blessed One, the Worthy One, the Perfectly Enlightened One

05. Points of Controversy
4. Discussion on Abandoning

1. Discussion on Not Bringing Discourse

279.  Does a worldling give up sensual lust and anger? Yes. Does he give up
perpetually, give up completely, give up without reconnection, give up with the root,
give up with craving, give up with underlying tendencies, give up by noble
knowledge, give up by the noble path, give up while penetrating the unshakable, give
up while realising the fruition of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a worldling suppress sensual lust and anger? Yes. Does he suppress perpetually,
suppress completely, suppress without reconnection, suppress with the root,
suppress with craving, suppress with underlying tendencies, suppress by noble
knowledge, suppress by the noble path, suppress while penetrating the unshakable,
suppress while realising the fruition of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a person practising for the realisation of the fruition of non-returning give up
sensual lust and anger, and does he give up perpetually, give up completely, etc. give
up while realising the fruition of non-returning? Yes. Does a worldling give up sensual
lust and anger, and does he give up perpetually, give up completely, etc. give up
while realising the fruition of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a person practising for the realisation of the fruition of non-returning suppress
sensual lust and anger, and does he suppress perpetually, suppress completely, etc.
suppress while realising the fruition of non-returning? Yes. Does a worldling suppress
sensual lust and anger, and does he suppress perpetually, suppress completely, etc.
suppress while realising the fruition of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a worldling give up sensual lust and anger, and does he not give up perpetually,
not give up completely, etc. not give up while realising the fruition of non-returning?
Yes. Does a person practising for the realisation of the fruition of non-returning give
up sensual lust and anger, and does he not give up perpetually, etc. not give up while
realising the fruition of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a worldling suppress sensual lust and anger, and does he not suppress
perpetually, not suppress completely, etc. not suppress while realising the fruition of
non-returning? Yes. Does a person practising for the realisation of the fruition of non-
returning suppress sensual lust and anger, and does he not suppress perpetually, not
suppress completely, etc. not suppress while realising the fruition of non-returning?
That should not be said. Etc.

Does a worldling give up sensual lust and anger? Yes. By which path? By the fine-
material-sphere path. Is the fine-material-sphere path leading to liberation, leading to
elimination, leading to enlightenment, leading to non-accumulation, without mental
corruptions, not subject to mental fetters, not subject to mental knots, not subject to
mental floods, not subject to mental bonds, not subject to mental hindrances, not
adhered to, not subject to clinging, not defiling? That should not be said. Is not the
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fine-material-sphere path not leading to liberation, not leading to elimination, not
leading to enlightenment, not leading to non-accumulation, with mental corruptions,
subject to mental fetters, etc. defiling? Yes. If the fine-material-sphere path is not
leading to liberation, not leading to elimination, etc. defiling, then indeed sir, it should
not be said - "A worldling gives up sensual lust and anger by the fine-material-sphere
path."

Does a person practising for the realisation of the fruition of non-returning give up
sensual lust and anger by the path of non-returning, and is that path leading to
liberation, leading to elimination, leading to enlightenment, leading to non-
accumulation, without mental corruptions, etc. not defiling? Yes. Does a worldling give
up sensual lust and anger by the fine-material-sphere path, and is that path leading to
liberation, leading to elimination, leading to enlightenment, leading to non-
accumulation, without mental corruptions, etc. not defiling? That should not be said.
Etc.

Does a worldling give up sensual lust and anger by the fine-material-sphere path, and
is that path not leading to liberation, not leading to elimination, not leading to
enlightenment, not leading to non-accumulation, with mental corruptions, etc.
defiling? Yes. Does a person practising for the realisation of the fruition of non-
returning give up sensual lust and anger by the path of non-returning, and is that
path not leading to liberation, not leading to elimination, not leading to
enlightenment, not leading to non-accumulation, with mental corruptions, etc.
defiling? That should not be said. Etc.

280.  Does a worldling without lust towards sensual pleasures, together with the full
realisation of the teaching, remain in the fruition of non-returning? Yes. Does he
remain in arahantship? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a worldling without lust towards sensual pleasures, together with the full
realisation of the teaching, remain in the fruition of non-returning? Yes. Does he
simultaneously develop the three paths? That should not be said. Etc.

Does he simultaneously develop the three paths? Yes. Does he simultaneously realise
the three fruits of asceticism? That should not be said. Etc.

Does he simultaneously realise the three fruits of asceticism? Yes. Is there a
combination of three contacts, three feelings, three perceptions, three volitions, three
consciousnesses, three faiths, three energies, three mindfulnesses, three
concentrations, and three wisdoms? That should not be said. Etc.

Does a worldling without lust towards sensual pleasures, together with the full
realisation of the teaching, remain in the fruition of non-returning? Yes. By the path of
stream-entry? That should not be said. Etc.

By the path of once-returning? That should not be said. By which path? By the path of
non-returning. Does one give up identity view, sceptical doubt, and adherence to
moral rules and austerities by the path of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

2. Discussion on Bringing Discourse

281.  Does one give up identity view, sceptical doubt, and adherence to moral rules
and austerities by the path of non-returning? Yes. Was it not said by the Blessed One
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that the fruition of stream-entry is due to the abandoning of the three mental fetters?
Yes. If it was said by the Blessed One that the fruition of stream-entry is due to the
abandoning of the three mental fetters, then indeed sir, it should not be said - "One
gives up identity view, sceptical doubt, and adherence to moral rules and austerities
by the path of non-returning." Does one give up gross sensual lust and gross anger by
the path of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Does one give up gross sensual lust and gross anger by the path of non-returning?
Yes. Was it not said by the Blessed One that the fruition of once-returning is due to
the diminution of sensual lust and anger? Yes. If it was said by the Blessed One that
the fruition of once-returning is due to the diminution of sensual lust and anger, then
indeed sir, it should not be said - "One gives up gross sensual lust and gross anger by
the path of non-returning."

Does a worldling without lust towards sensual pleasures, together with the full
realisation of the teaching, remain in the fruition of non-returning? Yes. Do all those
who fully realise the teaching, together with the full realisation of the teaching,
remain in the fruition of non-returning? That should not be said. Etc.

Should it not be said - "A worldling gives up sensual lust and anger"? Yes. Was it not
said by the Blessed One -

"There were in the past, six famous teachers;
Free from the odour of defilement, intent on compassion, gone beyond the
fetter of sensuality.
"Having removed sensual lust, they were reborn in the Brahma world;
They had disciples, many hundreds too.

"Free from the odour of defilement, intent on compassion, gone beyond the
fetter of sensuality;
Having removed sensual lust, they were reborn in the Brahma world."

Is there such a discourse? Yes. If so, a worldling gives up sensual lust and anger.

Does a worldling give up sensual lust and anger? Yes. Was it not said by the Blessed
One - "Yet indeed, monks, the teacher Sunetta, being so long-lived, so long-lasting,
was not released from birth, from ageing, from death, from sorrows, from
lamentations, from sufferings, from displeasures, from anguishes; he was not
released from suffering, I say. What is the reason for this? Through not understanding,
through not penetrating four things. Which four? Through not understanding, through
not penetrating noble morality; through not understanding, through not penetrating
noble concentration; through not understanding, through not penetrating noble
wisdom; through not understanding, through not penetrating noble liberation. Monks,
this noble morality has been understood and penetrated, noble concentration has
been understood and penetrated, noble wisdom has been understood and
penetrated, noble liberation has been understood and penetrated, craving for
existence has been cut off, the conduit to existence has been eliminated, there is now
no more rebirth.

"Morality, concentration, and wisdom, and unsurpassed liberation;
These things have been understood by Gotama of great fame.
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"Thus the Buddha, having directly known, declared the Teaching to the monks;
The Teacher who makes an end of suffering, the one with vision, has attained
final Nibbāna."

Is there such a discourse? Yes. If so, it should not be said - "A worldling gives up
sensual lust and anger."

The Discussion on Giving Up is finished.

5



ABOUT THIS TRANSLATION

This translation is part of the PaliVerse Project - the first
complete, unified English translation of the Pāli Canon together

with its Commentaries (Aṭṭhakathā) and Subcommentaries
(Ṭīkā), accompanied by interactive study tools. PaliVerse is an
ongoing project. The AI translations are continuously improved
through experts' revisions and feedback. This text is the latest

translation as of the date of download.

PDF Creation Date: 16 August 2026

HOW TO CITE

PaliVerse (2026). The Triple Canon. 3. The Canon of Higher
Teaching. 05. Points of Controversy. 4. Discussion on

Abandoning Retrieved from paliverse.org

© 2026 The PaliVerse Project · All Rights Reserved
Centre for Study and Practice of Theravāda Buddhism

Civic Non-Profit Company registered in Greece
This PDF may be freely distributed for study and practice.

Pal iVerse.org

6

https://paliverse.org/
https://paliverse.org/

	The Triple Canon	 (Tipiṭaka)
	05. Points of Controversy
	4.
	Discussion on Abandoning
	1.
	Discussion on Not Bringing Discourse
	2.
	Discussion on Bringing Discourse



