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Homage to the Blessed One, the Worthy One, the Perfectly Enlightened One

5. Τhe Collection of Minor Texts

02. The Teaching in Verses
11. The Chapter on Old Age

What laughter, what joy, when constantly ablaze?
Enveloped by darkness, why do you not seek a lamp?

See this adorned image, a heap of sores, raised up;
Afflicted, the object of many thoughts, for which there is no stable duration.

This body is worn out, a seat of disease, perishable;
This putrid body breaks up, for life has death as its end.

These discarded bones, like gourds in autumn,
Dove-coloured - having seen them, what delight?

A city made of bones, plastered with flesh and blood;
Where ageing and death, conceit and contempt are laid down.

"Royal chariots, beautifully decorated, indeed decay, and also the body
approaches ageing;
But the teaching of the virtuous does not approach ageing, the virtuous indeed
declare this among the virtuous."

This person of little learning, grows old like an ox;
His flesh increases, but his wisdom does not increase.

Through the round of many births I wandered, not finding;
Seeking the house-builder, painful is birth again and again.

House-builder, you have been seen, you will not build a house again;
All your ribs are broken, the peak of the house is demolished;
The mind has gone to the unconditioned, it has reached the elimination of
cravings.

Not having lived the holy life, not having gained wealth in youth;
They brood like old herons, in a pond where the fish are gone.

Not having lived the holy life, not having gained wealth in youth;
They lie like arrows shot from a bow, lamenting the past.

The Chapter on Old Age is concluded as eleventh.
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